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BY PATIENCE COLLIER

News Editor

On April 19, the Center for Leadership
and Community Engagement (CLCE)
will be sending 150 volunteers to clean up
the area around the Yakima River.
This will be the 41st annual Yakima
River Cleanup, according to Lana Abuhudra, CLCE program leader.
“The City of Ellensburg told us what
needed to be cleaned up, and we started
organizing groups,” Abuhudra said.
Meanwhile, Central’s environmental
club has been working towards better water quality in their own way.
The club spent last Saturday cleaning
garbage out of the irrigation canal that
runs through campus, according to William Ligon-Bruno, club president, and
Eric Arroyo, club senator.
The irrigation canal has been informally called the Ganges, after the river in India, because of the pollution issues in the
canal. However, according to Mark Auslander, director of the Museum of Culture
and Environment, this slang could be seen
as disrespectful because of the sanctity of
the Ganges river to Hindu people.
“The Ganges is the most sacred river in
India,” Auslander said. “There’s a sneering tone, when Americans use that term
here about the irrigation canal.”
According to Ligon-Bruno, part of the
goal of pulling all the trash out of the irrigation canal was to showcase the amount
of garbage at the Earth Day Festival,
which is also on April 19.
“We wanted to display the garbage,”
Ligon-Bruno said. “To show what people
are throwing away on campus.”

Picking up garbage is also a big goal of
the Yakima River Cleanup, although the
event for Saturday will focus on picking up
the grounds around the river.
“I believe last year, they picked up approximately two tons,” Abuhudra said.
The Yakima River Cleanup was originally also a response to garbage ﬂoating
down the river.
Rachel Mahnke, CLCE program leader, said cleaning up the area around the
river is popular with students, who tend to
use the pond and river frequently.
“It’s really easy to give back three hours
of our day, and it makes a big difference in
the community,” Mahnke said.
Water quality both on and off campus
is a concern for several different groups
on campus, since it does have an effect on
many outdoor student hobbies.
“A lot of students like to ﬂoat the river, so seeing it clean makes them happy,”
Abuhudra said.
Some Central students in a developing
nature class have come up with a proposal
for an indigenous garden on campus, according to Auslander, which has increased
the mindfulness of campus water quality.
Ligon-Bruno and Arroyo also stressed
the importance of students taking an interest in their local environment, especially involving how trash is disposed of. The
club found plastic waste, beer bottles and
old construction materials in the canal.
“It just shows how unaware and un-environmentally conscious Central is in that
area,” Ligon-Bruno said.
The CLCE will also be encouraging
students to attend the Earth Day Festival
if possible, to learn more about taking
care of their environment.

New college voted down
BY HOUSTON CARR

Staff Reporter

At the last faculty senate meeting, the
senators voted against creating two colleges for education and professional studies.
Although there were some positives,
ﬁnding a way to pay for the new colleges
remained a concern. At the end of the
meeting, the votes for the new college tallied 32 no, 9 yes and 4 abstentions.
This idea of creating two separate colleges out of the current college of education and professional studies started in
2007, but was brought to a halt around
2009, and was revisited fall quarter.
A committee was created to gather research and gather opinions from staff and
students to see what a split would mean
for Central as a whole. Warren Plugge, a
professor of construction management,
was the only member of this committee
present for the meeting. He presented a
power point that described the beneﬁts
and downsides to having two separate colleges within Central.
Beneﬁts would have included greater
recognition for students and faculty in
education and professional studies, more
focused attention from the deans of the
two new colleges and more resources for
the students in the programs.

Connie Lambert, dean of the college
of education and professional studies, said
she saw no cons for the split, and that if it
was not for the funding problem, it would
be done.
“This is a creation, not a split,” Lambert said. “The idea is that we will have
two singular identities for college education and professional studies.”
The major problem with the new college was funding availability. It would
have cost around $317,000 for additional
administration annually.
Another concern was how the departments in the college would be split, and
whether or not the split would get enough
recognition.
Eric Cheney, chair of the faculty senate, said he was not shocked by the way
the votes came out, due to the ﬁnancial
situation and the fact this was the ﬁrst time
this idea had ever been presented to senate
for a vote.
“Just because the vote was no at the
senate meeting doesn’t mean it could never happen,” Cheney said.
The decision, according to Cheney,
would be left up to the administration and
the board of trustees.
“The whole idea isn’t killed. We will
have to just explore new options,” Plugge
said.
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Library hosts combination gala, auction event
BY RILEY ELLIOTT

Staff Reporter

Brooks Library formally invited students and community members to see the
library in a different light at the Evening
at the Brooks gala and silent auction fundraiser last Saturday.
The event featured appetizers and refreshments provided by Ellensburg Wineworks, as well as entertainment by Lenny
Price, the Ellensburg Community Big
Band and other local musicians.
Central’s faculty and students performed poetry and dramatic readings,
while Central’s Swing Cats instructed
dance lessons.
James Gaudino, Central’s president,
said libraries are going through a huge
transition and need to be celebrated.
“One of the joys of a library for me
is to explore and discover,” Gaudino said.
“Brooks is the town square of knowledge,
and tonight we are ﬁnally starting to share
it with our community.”
Michele Reilly, associate dean of libraries, said that her vision of the event
was to represent the library as a place of
community and a place for everyone to
feel welcome.
“Tonight is a celebration of all our
hard work, the library’s resources, and our
collaboration with the campus and community,” Reilly said. “Spring time is the
perfect time to celebrate.”
The gala was a collaboration between
the library and the Kittitas County Chamber of Commerce, as well as Central’s
Wildcat Shop. The goal was to increase
awareness about the services that the library offers to the community.
“It was amazing to have the opportunity to connect with town businesses and
create new partnerships,” Patricia Cutright, dean of Central library services,
said. “I hope the community recognizes

us as a resource.”
The focus of the fundraiser is to improve library resources and upgrade technology at Brooks.
“A university library needs to be creative when competing for [state] dollars
along with everyone else,” Cutright said.
“It started out with a small party to expose
local talents, then we saw potential to fundraise and build relationships.”
In a time where technology is becoming a necessity, and new technologies are
always developing, it is becoming essential
that libraries follow suit and enter the digital age.
Stephen Hussman, library department
chair, said that libraries are evolving in the
21st century and he can see the transitions
the library is making.
“I am a true believer in this library,
and it has been gratifying to see people’s
interest in our success,” Hussman said.
“We loved watching our community come
together and work towards a common
good.”
The event’s distinct entertainment on
every ﬂoor kept the guests engaged.
“Every ﬂoor had something going
on, something for everyone,” Reilly said.
“I loved seeing the library full of happy
people.”
Students, faculty, staff, alumni and
community members enjoyed the silent auction, which included 37 items to
bid on. A few of the items included gift
baskets for kids, massage packages and a
Suncadia golf passport.
James Brooks, former president of
Central, for whom the library was named,
said the night was all about community
collaborations and continuing to help students have academic success.
“I am really proud of everyone who
has helped this library; history is being
made tonight,” Brooks said. “Pretty soon
other libraries will be dancing too.”

RACHEL CHARLTON/OBSERVER

BALLROOM BLISS James Brooks and his wife Lillian dance during the gala event.

Oso mudslides deemed unusual
BY R. TROY PETERSON
RACHEL CHARLTON/OBSERVER

ATTENTIVE CROWD Attendees of the event listen to the Central Jazz Ensemble.

RACHEL CHARLTON/OBSERVER

INVITING AMBIANCE People were invited to dance to the tune of local musicians.

Staff Reporter

On March 22, a large mudslide occurred just east of Oso, Washington.
Mudslides are a form of mass wasting, which is the movement of rock and
other material down a slope. Such mass
wasting events primarily damage property and infrastructure, and aren’t seen
as particularly life threatening.
The contrast of this perception
with the effects of the recent mudslide
is what makes the Oso tragedy a signiﬁcant event. The mudslide moved at
60 miles per hour, and killed 36 people. The mudslide’s location has been
known to be an active site, and smaller
mudslides have been recorded there
previously.
Andrew Perkins, a geography instructor at Central who has studied
landslides and mass wasting activity,
said that such mass wasting tragedies
are rare.
“In any urban environment, you
face environmental risks,” Perkins said.
“And really, the decision on whether to
build and to occupy a certain area is
based on your acceptance of that risk.”
The best way these things can be

handled, according to Perkins, is prior
to such an event. That comes down to
analyzing and accepting risk.
“The ﬁrst thing you wonder is how
obvious was it beforehand,” said Doctor Carey Gazis, chair of Central’s geology department. “I immediately went
to look for some photos before and after.”
Such photos reveal how the reach of
the Oso mudslide extended beyond the
event.
“It’s pretty obvious that it was high
risk,” Gazis said.
Gazis said that, although the area
may have been high risk, such a large
event could not necessarily have been
expected. She compared the mudslide
to Mt. St. Helens, which was also a
larger event than anticipated.
The heavy rainfall prior to the mudslide has been identiﬁed as the most
probable trigger.
Twelve days prior, the area experienced a 1.1 magnitude earthquake. According to Central seismologist Walter
Szeliga, such an earthquake would be
too small to have contributed anything.
Mudslides
CONTINUED ON P.5
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Admin fee reorganized

Central says non-compliance in S&A admin fee has been fixed since audit
Staff Reporter

“

Stability of programs
is one of the top priorities
of the RCW, and how they
allocate funds.

tions pertaining to spending in this area that the issue has since been resolved.
are laid out in the Revised Code of WashMany students may not be aware that
ington (RCW).
they are paying into these funds, or that
“Stability of programs is one of the top they have the ability to request funding
priorities of the RCW, and how they allo- from S&A. The S&A committee holds regcate funds,” Jonasular meetings every
sen said.
Wednesday night at
Supplemental
5:45 in room 301
activities could inof the SURC.
clude a group of
Students or stustudents requestdent organizations
ing funds to make
interested in funda documentary, or
ing from the S&A
other
individual
committee can approjects which are
ply to have their
university related,
proposal reviewed
but are not explicby ﬁlling out forms
itly funded.
on the ser-Jacob Wittman provided
“What
we’d
vices and activities
Executive Vice President, ASCWU-BOD page on the Central
like to see with this
funding is students
website.
giving back to the
Ideas are run
university through
through base fundsource documents and presentations,” Ja- ing, followed by approval from Jonassen,
cob Wittman, vice president for clubs and which is sent to the student BOD, budget
organizations said.
and ﬁnancing committee and ﬁnally the
Wittman also said that the problem be- Board of Trustees.
tween the auditor and Central arose beAll parties agreed that Central has accause the administration fee was charging tively sought to bring their budgetary polithe S&A committee for functions consid- cies in line with state guidelines, and that
ered core academic programs. He went the current quadrennial budget has been
on to say, mirroring Williams’ statements, adjusted to mirror state law.

“

What we’d like to
see with this funding is
students giving back to
the university, through
source documents and
presentations.

“

cannot pay for these services.
According to Connie Williams, associate vice president of ﬁnance and business
Last year, the state auditor found Cen- auxiliaries, Central has reimbursed the
tral to be in violation of a state law regard- amount owed, and taken steps to ensure
ing services and activities funding. Since they are in full compliance with the state
then, Central has taken steps to rectify the auditor.
discrepancy.
Additionally, the state auditor wanted
The services and activities, or S&A the S&A budget to be accountable to a
budget, is a fund which every student con- ﬁner level of allocation. Williams said
tributes to with their tuition every quarter Central removed the costs to the budget,
in addition to budgetary guidelines allo- revised the quadrennial budget, or the
cated by base fundbudget for every
ing. The fee is $231;
four years, and rethe amount did not
funded the S&A
rise last year, and it
fund.
is not projected to
Sharon Jonasrise next year.
sen, the student
These funds go
funds
ﬁnancial
toward
funding
manager,
said
programs such as
that the current
theatre arts, colquadrennial budlegiate sport clubs,
-Sharon Jonassen get stretches from
and student media
Student funds financial manager 2014-2017, and
such as the radio
part of the money
is allocated to adstation and the Obministrative fees, as
server.
well as other areas
In 2013, the
state auditor found that Central was us- such as the supplemental fund.
The supplemental fund is a fund to
ing S&A money to fund normal university
procedures and services such as ground- which students can apply to receive fundskeeping. Under state law, the S&A fund ing for school related activities. Restric-

BY A ARON KUNKLER

“

cwu conference program

BLast
now hiring
Past summer conference service assistants
FROM THE

APRIL 23, 2014
4:30 – 7:00 P.M.

HOLMES
DINING ROOM

APPETIZERS

Deviled Eggs
Stuffed Celery Sticks

SALADS

Home made Potato Salad
Jello Salad with Fruit Cocktail
Green Salad

SOUP

Vegetarian White Chili

BUFFET

Potato Chips
Waffle Fries
Green Bean Casserole
Macaroni and Franks
Macaroni and Cheese (Vegetarian)
Chicken Fritters
Mini Corn Dogs
Beef Sliders

DESSERTS

Root Beer Floats
Cotton Candy

Cash Price $12.35 + tax.

Regular meal plan prices apply.
Free event cup while supplies last.

WWW.CWU.EDU/DINING

Kittitas County vintage car club on
SURC East Patio showing their gems!

CWU is an AA/EEO/Title IV Institution.
For accommodation e-mail: DS@cwu.edu. • 14350314E

APPLY ONLINE At http://jobs.cwu.edu
Applications must be returned by April 30, 2014. Call 509-963-1141 for more info

If you are unable to apply online applications may be picked up at Munson Hall (Conference Program Oﬃce)
Monday-Friday, 8AM-5PM
An AA/EOE/Title IX Institution TDD 509-963-2143
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Construction affects students with disabilities
BY KELSIE MILLER

Staff Reporter

Students with disabilities have been a
special consideration for Central as construction continues.
The construction has provided extra
challenges to students with disabilities.
Wendy Holden, disability and accessibility coordinator and advisor to Access, Belonging, Learning, and Equality (ABLE),
deals mostly with student academic accommodations, outreach and digital accessibility, but the construction has expanded her repertoire.
“We’ve made sure that the ramps are
accessible,” Holden said. “There was a lip
where students in chairs were having difﬁculty getting over it, and we’ve worked
hard to make sure
it’s safe and accessible.”
Holden said that
a braille map of the
alternative routes
around campus is
in progress and will
be available by the
end of April in the
Human Resources
ofﬁce.
Bill Yarwood, director of facilities, capital planning and projects, said that this
includes connecting a low temperature
hot water system from the physical plant
to the site and rerouting telecom duct
banks from underneath the building site
to around the building footprint. According to a press release, connecting Science
Phase II to existing campus facilities will
cost $6 million.
Disability Services is looking into a 3D
map to illustrate what is happening with
the construction, but something this hightech will take longer to create.
Joshua Hackney, junior law and justice major, and president of ABLE, said
that ABLE is an available contact for
students, if they need help connecting to
other resources on campus. Hackney said
that he is pleased with the efforts Central
has made to accommodate students with
disabilities who need to navigate the construction areas.
“The school is very good at being able
to accommodate students all over campus
with disabilities,” Hackney said. “We really don’t have too many issues, because
the college stepped up ﬁrst.”
Hackney has worked with the drivers
of work vans around the construction sites
to ensure that they park in places that will
make travel easier for students with visual
impairments and students who use wheelchairs.

“

“We’ve convinced them to park more
on the grass, or off to the side more, that
way students with visual impairments
or students in wheelchairs have a wider
range to go down to campus,” Hackney
said. “They’re very accommodating for
us.”
While he is satisﬁed with the efforts
Central has made to accommodate students with disabilities so far, Hackney
showed concern about new students coming to start classes in the fall.
“You never know what disabilities are
going to arrive when school starts up in
the fall,” Hackney said.
Sarah Bair, a junior double majoring in
geography and early childhood education,
is the vice president of ABLE. Bair’s biggest concern is traveling between classes
and being on time.
Bair had one
bad
experience
with the construction when it ﬁrst
started. When the
fences were assembled the ﬁrst day
-Josh Hackney of construction,
President of ABLE Bair ran into one
because she didn’t
realize it was in her
way.
“Sometimes I’m rushing from place
to place, because I can’t go the short cut
way that I used to,” Bair said. “When I
only have ten minutes to get across campus, and I have to go the long way instead
of going through the parking lot, it just
makes it a little more complicated.”
However, Bair feels that overall, Central has done a good job providing resources to educate students with disabilities about the changing environment.
“Students shouldn’t get used to the
way things are now, however,” Yarwood
said. “The fences up that block off the
early site package construction will change
in the future, once the preliminary utilities
work is completed.”
Although the fencing will change, the
construction trafﬁc will not.
“Once they get the building up and
the superstructure up, and the building is
closed in, then the fences will start coming down through the course of construction,” Yarwood said.
Contractors are only allowed to enter
the site through the service drive on 11th
Street. This will decrease the areas where
students will have to cross paths with construction and other trafﬁc.
“We want to keep all the other construction trafﬁc off of University Way, D
Street, and the Walnut Mall and all the
other malls on campus,” Yarwood said.

We really don’t
have too many issues,
because the college
stepped up first.

“

JAMIE WINTER/OBSERVER

SHORTCUTS DENIED The fences around the construction area have cut off a
frequent route from the center of campus to Hebeler Hall, Hertz Hall and Mitchell Hall.

Mudslides

CONTINUED FROM P.3

“The landslide was recorded on seismometers,” says Szeliga, “but it wasn’t
triggered by an earthquake.”
Tim Melbourne, another Central
seismologist, points out that while the
Oso event was not caused by an earthquake, a signiﬁcant earthquake could
result in similar events.
“One of the hazards that come from
earthquakes are landslides,” Melborne
said.
In the United States, it is largely the
home owners’ responsibility to assess
the risks. However, Perkins said, there
are some scenarios where the government will intervene, and say the area’s
not safe to live in, and they need to pull
it out from residential development.
According to Perkins, there have
been instances in which housing developments had been nearly approved
by municipal governments before the
federal government pulled the project,
citing the risks of a mass wasting event
occurring.
About a mile to the northwest, ad-

jacent to the Oso site, lies the evidence
of an even larger mass wasting event.
Perkins says that it was the exact same
environment and geology. In the minds
of geologists, it was a somber prediction that the same type of event could
impact a populated area.
“You certainly can’t blame the geologists who are working on that sort of
thing, because they identify the problem,” Perkins said.
He said that the decision to build
in a speciﬁc area, regardless of any
geological risks, is never up to the geologists. Such decisions are made by
governments, businesses or individuals
who chose to build there.
Successfully monitoring the physical
landscape in geologically active areas
can be a problem in terms of funding
and practicality. The risks of such tragedies are so low, statistically, that many
organizations may not consider such
monitoring worthwhile.
“The only way you can do it is, you
have to inform everybody about what
the true science, what the true risks
are,” Melbourne said.

Do you want your
message to reach
CWU students
staff & faculty
members?

ADVERTISE HERE!
Call 963-1095
to learn more!

WE ARE OPEN FOR LUNCH
Monday-Thursday at 11am-1:30pm
and

theme

nights

DINNERS coming

Tuesday & Thursday from 5-7:30pm

soon!
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BY AUSTIN LUFT

The ‘B, T, K’s’ of beatboxing

Copy Editor

The term, the three
pillars of hip hop, refers to the three central
aspects of hip hop culture, emceeing, DJ-ing
and break dancing. A
fourth is often argued
though and this is
beatboxing.
A beatboxer, if you
don’t know, is a person
who uses their mouth to create and replicate sounds like drums and turn tables
to create music without a tangible instrument.
A lot of hip hop heads don’t like that
beatboxing is often considered one of the
pillars, as they see it as being too closely
related to emceeing or DJ-ing and group
it in with whichever they prefer.
As a beatboxer, I am a little torn on
how I feel about this grouping. I agree
with the argument that beatboxing is simi-

lar to both skills, but it also implies that
beatboxers can rap and run DJ equipment
and that DJs and rappers can beatbox.
This is rarely the case.
I have been beatboxing for a little over
two years and I have met ﬁve other beatboxers along side many “rappers” and
more wannabe DJs than I care to count.
By the way, beatboxing is the easiest of
all of these things to learn how to do, and
it is signiﬁcantly cheaper than DJ equipment, because it’s free.
You can also practice it anywhere you
go and whether you are good or not, people are generally impressed because it’s
something they have probably never seen
in person before.
I can teach you basic beatboxing right
now, all you need to know is the alphabet,
and since you’re this far into the article,
you’re good.
The letters B, T and K are your building blocks - these are your bass drums,
high hats (cymbal) and snare drums respectively.
Try to enunciate the consonant portion

CWU Confessions reborn
BY CHLOE HILDEMAN

Copy Editor

After nearly ﬁve
months of inactivity,
Central Washington
Confessions has made
a comeback.
For
unexplained
reasons, the original
confessions Facebook
page was shut down on
April 5. The new page,
aptly titled “Central Washington Confessions – New” was created in a matter of
hours afterwards, and quickly gained attention.
While the new confessions page has
managed to accumulate several hundred
“likes” over the span of just a few days,
it’s resurgence has raised a few questions:
How long is the new page going to last?
Why do people care so much that it’s
back? More importantly, why do I care
that it’s back?
Don’t I have something better to be doing than scrolling down a page of other
people’s alcohol-fueled potential felonies
and fruitless professions of love?
I’m not denying the page’s appeal.
There’s a voyeuristic quality about getting glimpses into the personal lives of
complete strangers (or acquaintances…or
friends). It’s also liberating having an outlet to anonymously confess to our secrets.
But I think there’s something that’s
just a little twisted about creating a public forum for things we would normally be
embarrassed to have other people ﬁnd out
about.
The confessions trend is similar to that
of reality TV. Both are high in shock value, low in substance and oftentimes the

subject matter contains something unsettling involving one or more body ﬂuid.
And while this is entertaining for a while,
eventually it just feels like you’re wasting
your time.
It’s not even like the confessions are
interesting. A chunk of the posts are just
people declaring the fact that they think
[insert name] from [insert place] is attractive/cool/funny. And that’s cute or whatever, but seriously, what’s stopping you
from telling them this IRL?
Maybe I’m pretentious or cynical, but
there has to be a better way to let someone
know you’re desperately in love with them
(or just want to get down with them, no
judgment).
Another major criticism I have about
the page is the fact that there’s no way of
knowing whether the posts are even real
or not.
Due to the anonymous nature of the
page, anyone could make up whatever
crazy story they wanted, and chances are
people would believe it. And I think this is
potentially dangerous.
If someone really wanted revenge on
another person, they could theoretically
post any wild claim about them and let the
rumor mill take care of the rest.
It’s worth noting that the original Confessions page didn’t have any new posts
for about ﬁve months before it shut down.
Even with the hype of the new page, the
confessions don’t seem to be ﬁltering in as
quickly as they used to.
Maybe it’s a sign that its time we let the
trend die out, and that some things really
are better left unsaid.
I don’t know how long the lifespan of
the new page will be, but I doubt I’ll stick
around for it. Just let me scroll through the
new confessions one last time.

Attention
The Observer is looking for weekly columnists
to contribute to our opinion section. If you are
passionate and knowledgable about your major, email
cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com for more information.

of each letter and remove the voice from
it so your B sounds like a low pop, your T
sounds like a tap and your K sounds like
a snap.
Think of the sentence “boots ‘n cats”
and say it with all of the vowel sounds removed, you should be beatboxing
now (B-T-K-T).
If it doesn’t sound
quite right, add an ‘s’
sound to the end of
your high hat, this
gives you the sound
of an open high hat.
You wouldn’t really know it living in the
United States, but beatboxing is becoming increasingly more popular, especially in Asia
and Europe. It is following in the footsteps
of the DJ.
DJs were starting to fall out of popularity as they were outshined by rappers, but
the rise of EDM (electronic dance music)
gifted them their own genre and largely
separated them from hip hop.

I am really excited to see beatboxing
follow this trend and start to get the recognition that it should because there are so
many things to be done with it that haven’t
been
tapped into yet.
So, here is my call to
action: learn to beatbox because I see it
becoming a much
bigger deal than it is
now in the relatively
near future, plus I already taught you how
to do it and you can
practice it anywhere,
no materials required.
A YouTube search
will bring up a library of lessons that you can learn everything from or
you can just start making sounds until they
sound good.
By the way, studies have shown that
learning an instrument or a new language
can help prevent Alzheimer’s disease, so
now you have no excuse.

Vote or Meh?
BY MATTHEW THOMPSON

Editor-in-Chief

Spring is in the air
and we all know that
means it’s time for
dedicated and active
students to take off
their gloves and duke
it out in the ASCWU
Board of Directors
elections.
It also means it’s
time for me to pull out my soapbox and
hop aboard to preach the good word of
civic engagement. It is time to rouse the
student body into an eager mass of democracy in action.
Or it could be the time to continue the
soul crushingly depressing trend of voter
apathy among college students.
For the last three springs that I have
worked for the Observer and reported
on the BOD elections, it has become increasingly harder to ignore the fact that
by and large most students simply do not
give a ﬂying duck about the student government.
But please do not mistake my cynicism as an insult towards the BOD. I have
worked with many of them and can say
that generally they are swell individuals.
Sure, from time to time I disagree with
the decisions they make but they are students nonetheless with the disturbingly
stressful job of representing the interests
of a 10,000 strong student body.
No, this soapbox sermon is not aimed

Dear Readers,

towards the BOD but at us as a body of
voters who continue to underestimate the
importance of voting in general.
Loads of people do not vote in national elections with the argument that
their vote does not have an affect on the
outcome. I can see the point, not that I
agree with it, but it is hard to see what
impact you have on results when you are
but one person in a group of over a 100
million voters.
But the more you localize your civic
engagement, the more likely you are to
have an impact on what is decided.
A well functioning democracy is entirely dependant on an informed and
civically active citizenry.
When less and less people vote, the
few who do wield much more power as
far as determining who will represent us.
Take the ASCWU BOD elections for
example; for the last few elections less
than 10 percent of the student body has
voted. That’s a one out of 1,000 chance
to pick your student representative!
You’re never going to see any better
odds of witnessing your vote count. You
will literally be one of the 1,000 students
with the loudest voices on campus. How
neat is that?
All jokes aside, educate yourself on
the stances of the candidates, discuss the
elections with your friends and get the
frak out there and vote.
Also, did I forget to mention that part
of your tuition dollars go to pay our
BOD’s salaries of about seven to nine
grand a year?

The Observer welcomes brief letters of 300 words or less
from readers on current issues. Please include your full
name and university affiliation: year and major, degree
and year graduated, or staff position and department.
To be printed in the following week’s issue, please e-mail
your letters to cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com by 5 p.m.
Sunday. The Observer reserves the right to reject or edit
for style and length. All letters become property of The
Observer. Anonymous letters will not be considered.
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Mariners
2014
BY OBSERVER STAFF

We asked Central students about
how they think the Mariners will
perform this season.
“I don’t see them
going to the playoffs,
especially with one
of their best pitchers recently getting
injured.”
Kolby Bronson, junior
elementary education

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION COURTESY OF JAMIE WINTER

“I hope that the beginning of the season
is just a preview of
what’s to come.”
Karlee Olive, senior
recreation and
tourism

“[The games so far
were] pretty exciting.
They did really well
and hopefully they
can keep it up.”
The Lounge, did a bang-up job at running
the hookah bar, the new owners have upOrientation Editor
dated the location. The owners have addThis year, Easter Sunday falls on April ed new TVs, connected to Netﬂix. They
20, which is also known as the weed holi- have also added more ﬂavors of sheesha.
day. This Sunday will also be the second
“It’s like Baskin Robbins,” Cockrum
4/20 since weed was legalized in Colo- said. “We’ve got over 31 ﬂavors.”
rado and Washington. With the changes
Fukuyama enjoys smoking, going for
in laws, many Ellensburg residents could hikes and bike rides.
be trading their colored eggs for colored
“I think weed just brings people tobongs this Easter Sunday.
gether,” Fukuyama said. “When I meet
According to Business Insider, Colo- someone new it’s just customary for me to
rado expects to bring in $100 million in offer them a bowl of weed and smoke with
revenue this year. Washington is not quite them.”
up to pace, as recCockrum, along
reational sale of
with House of
marijuana will not
Haze co-manager
begin until June.
I think weed just brings Tawnie Shockley,
“I’m really disweed as an
people together ... When I uses
appointed in the
alternative to premeet someone new it’s just scription drugs.
state and how they
got it to form,”
customary for me to offer Cannabis helps
Izaak Fukuyama,
with sleep
them a bowl of weed and Shockley
volunteer at The
and other medical
smoke with them
House of Haze,
issues, while Cocksaid.
rum used THC as
Kittitas County
pain management
-Izaak Fukuyama
has had some issues
and took zero pain
with
marijuana.
medication when
House of Haze Volunteer
In Cle Elum, the
he injured his hip
Greener Frontier
and leg in a fork lift
Collective has been ordered by Kittitas accident.
Superior Court to cease all marijuana“I’d rather smell like weed than be in
related activity. Additionally, The Kittitas the bathroom sick from narcotics,” ShockReclamation District has been prohibited ley said.
from providing water to marijuana farms.
None of The House of Haze employThe issues in Kittitas County have not ees enjoy the bar scene, and prefer smokstopped House of Haze owners and em- ing to drinking alcohol. They hope Cenployees from big plans for their business tral students will visit their business as an
on 4/20. Along with a DJ, The House of alternative to the bars, or at least stop in
Haze will also be hosting a rafﬂe where afterwards since The House of Haze is
prizes will be awarded for ﬁrst and second open until 4 a.m. on weekends.
place.
“People are just laughing and talking,”
Derek Cockrum, owner of The House Shockley said, “not arguing because some
of Haze, ﬁnds it ridiculous that marijuana guy is looking at your girlfriend the wrong
sales are so controversial in this country.
way.”
“There’s people going down everyShockley wants to point out that The
where over a plant,” Cockrum said.
House of Haze is not a dispensary, but
Although TJ McDonald, who owned guests over 21 are allowed to smoke in
House of Haze back when it was called a designated area if they bring their own
BY CAMILLE BORODEY

“

“

green. During big events, employees provide guests with wristbands to ensure no
person under 21 is smoking weed. The
owners are also welcome to suggestions
from guests to make their establishment
better.
“We’re here to help and give them
something to do,” Shockley said. “Just
come by and hang out.”
Senior English literature major Tyler
Thomas actually voted against I- 502 back
in 2012 but admits he would regret his
voting decision if Washington got on the
same track as Colorado. Thomas has no
problem with the pot scene but does not
partake in smoking.
“I literally knew guys who couldn’t
get through a day without being baked,”
Thomas said. “I just don’t see the appeal.”
In his hometown of Chelan, after
graduating high school, Thomas moved
into a house where his roommates sold
marijuana. Despite warnings from the
cops, Thomas’s roommates did not cease
the illegal activity, so Thomas decided to
move out.
“My house was infamous,” Thomas
said, “not just in town but also on the
Westside.”
Aside from the negative experience of
living with drug dealers, Thomas claims
some of the smartest people he knows are
regular cannabis smokers, and he thinks
the drug affects people’s lives from person
to person.
“It was illegal for a long time, and it
was drilled into us that drugs are bad,”
Wes Dobies, senior anthropology major,
said. “It comes with a stigma that people
who do it are lazy or dysfunctional.”
Dobies plans on spending Easter Sunday having dinner with his family.
Neither a cannabis user nor a religious
person, Thomas has nothing big planned
for 4/20. He hopes people enjoy the holiday, but he dislikes it when he can smell
weed from apartments around him.
“Be nice to your neighbors and don’t
smoke right next to your window,” Thomas said. “Not everyone wants to smell it.”

Justin Peterson,
freshman clinical
physiology

“I haven’t kept up
with them much, but
I know that they have
a few new players and
a big contract.”
Austen Allemand,
junior computer science

“We shouldn’t get our
hopes up. They’ve
been doing well ... but
when they don’t
perform they’re bad.”
Kjersti Bannish,
senior recreation and
tourism

“I think when Iwakuma and Walker come
back in the starting
rotation we’ll be
looking a lot better.”
Luke Aguilar,
sophomore economics

“I really hope they
make it to the playoffs
... the Seahawks did
their part so now it’s
the Mariner’s turn.”
Morgan Green, senior
public relations and
marketing
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Central students go to Emerald City Comiccon
BY MARIA HARR

Staff Reporter

Fans gathered from all over the United
States to enjoy the special guests, events
and generally nerdy vibe of Emerald
City Comic Con held in Seattle this past
March.
The convention housed hundreds of
people over the weekend of March 28-30.
Some dressed up in elaborate costumes,
parroting their favorite characters, while
others showed their fandom through Tshirts, games and signed comics.
Daniel Chavez, junior education major, took advantage of spring break to attend the convention.
“I wanted to explore more of the comic
book world,” Chavez said.
Chavez was introduced to comics
through a friend of his who has already
graduated from Central. The comic Saga,
published by Image Comics, sealed the
deal for Chavez, and he started reading
comics in earnest. Chavez met some of
the authors and illustrators for “Adventure
Time” and “Star Wars” comics and found
a new comic to read called “Rust.”
Chavez only went on Saturday this
year, but he said he would like to go for
two days next time, which is something he
suggests for others as well.
“Don’t take it too seriously,” Chavez
said. “If you act like you’re better than it
and cooler than it you’re going to have a
shitty time.”
Joanne Kirckof, theatre performance

senior, attended all three days of the convention with her boyfriend. Kirckof said
her boyfriend wanted to go, being more
into comics, while she’s more a fan of anime.
“It’s always interesting going to a comic
convention instead of an anime convention,” Kirckof said. “[There’s a] different
energy.”
At ECCC, Kirckof got an autograph
from “Arrow” star Steven Amell and saw a
live performance of the hit podcast “Welcome to Night Vale.” Kirckof also got to
see the movie “Dredd” for the ﬁrst time,
with a special Q&A session beforehand
with actor Karl Urban.
Kirckof also participated in one of the
most colorful sights at the fan convention:
cosplay. Kirckof had a different costume
for each day, cosplaying as Applejack from
“My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic,”
Black Canary from DC Comics and a female version of “Iron Man.”
Alexa Watts, senior social work major,
was excited to see the special attire when
she went to ECCC.
“I like watching people in their costumes,” Watts said. Kirckof recognized
a cosplayer she has seen on Pinterest and
saw the judge from the show “Heroes of
Cosplay,” Yaya Han.
Watts was also excited to see Jim Beaver and Mark Sheppard, actors from “Supernatural.” Watts and her sister got a picture with both actors, which she plans to
hang up later.

PHOTO COURTESY OF DAN CHAVEZ

EMERALD CITY COMICCON/FACEBOOK

DEDICATED FANS Many people cosplayed at the covention, with outfits ranging
from simple dresses to full body suits.

Aside from all the costumes, celebrities
and panels, Watts felt like ECCC was a
good bonding experience with her sister.
The overall environment of the convention was a good one for Watts.
“I was allowed to be a nerd,” Watts
said. “Some of my friends don’t get any

thing that comes out of my mouth.”
Watts would like to go to ECCC again,
and both she and Chavez suggest that ﬁrst
time convention-goers attend at least two
days.
“I just didn’t feel like one day was
enough,” Chavez said.

think
summer
Take EWU with you this summer | ewu.edu/summer
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Central gets

Greener

Student garden project
finds unlikely success

CWU joins community
to protect the Earth

BY PATIENCE COLLIER

News Editor

Central’s Earth Day Family Festival,
hosted by the Museum of Culture and Environment, will showcase the environmental efforts of groups around campus and
BY KEITH WALD
through it once already.”
Wil Watters, senior public health ma- throughout the community on April 19.
Staff Reporter
Bethany Oliver, public programs manjor, ﬁnds the food he eats as not just deliager for the museum, said they are hoping
As spring quarter starts, farmers start cious, but also rewarding.
to showcase local and global ideas about
planting their crops. The Central Coali“The vegetables are all so fresh when
tion Garden is entering its second year you taste them,” Watters said. “Something sustaining the environment to the community.
and is excited about what the garden will about the food you grow tastes different
“Mostly, it’s a celebration of Earth Day,
bring to campus.
than what you buy so we’re hoping people pick up a lot of
The garden is
at a store.”
large and small practices,” Oliver said.
located behind the
College is such
Environmental Club has
The vegetables are all so a stressful environ- beenCentral’s
psychology buildheavily collaborating on the event,
ing and Wahle
fresh when you taste them ment, ﬁnding relief and are hoping to help bring attention and
Apartments. With
important for stu- awareness to the way Central students and
... Something about the food isdents
an expansive lot,
to maintain faculty treat their environment, according
you grow tastes different their sanity. Some to Club President William Ligon-Bruno
the garden appears
barren,
recently
than what you you buy at a students workout, and Club Senator Eric Arroyo.
plowed with fresh
The club recently spent a full day
listen to music and
store.
soil, as students
participate in many cleaning up the irrigation canal that runs
-Rebecca Pearson
and
community
different hobbies. through campus, according to Ligon-BruProfessor of Public Health
members prepare
Josina Bickel, se- no, junior mechanical engineering mato plant their ﬁrst
nior public health jor. They plan to display the amount of
seeds on April 26.
major, ﬁnds gar- garbage they were able to clean up during their event at the festival, as a way to
Benches and tables are set up in the cor- dening to be therapeutic.
ner for future gardens to admire the view
“Dirty therapy is cheap,” Bickel said. demonstrate the problems with the low
of their growing crops.
“Gardening puts a smile on your face ev- environmental awareness in the student
community.
Rebecca Pearson, a physical education ery time.”
“We try to have a big earth day event
and public health professor, initiated the
Students who use the campus garden
each
year,” Arroyo, senior environmental
effort last winter to have a campus garden are also very supportive of one another.
studies major
created. Following approval from the uni- K a i l o n n a
said.
“This
versity, a space was prepared for the gar- Crawford, a
year, Bethany
den.
senior anthroreally took the
Ellensburg offers a climate that allows pology
and
reins.
She’s
people to grow a variety of plants. Last museums studdone all the
year, the campus garden successfully grew ies major, has Where: Dean Hall
logistics, and
potatoes, beets, beans, peppers, basil, wa- been a part
we’ve
kind
termelons, zucchini and squash.
of the garden When: April 19 @ 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
of just piggyWith plenty of space available in the since the bebacked.”
garden, the coalition is seeking more in- ginning.
A
major
volvement.
part of the
“I
was To get more involved with the Central Stu“More students than I realized had there from the
event, accordgardens in their homes and apartments,” start,” Craw- dent Garden Coalition, visit their fan page at ing to Oliver,
was the parPearson said. “We tell them to come plant ford said. “I
www.facebook.com/CWUCampusGarden.
ticipation of
at our garden; everyone is welcome.”
was the person
groups from
At the end of last summer, students had who actually
the surroundsuch high yields of vegetables they didn’t planted the very ﬁrst seeds, they were waing community, including the Yakama Naknow what to do with it.
termelons.”
“We decided to donate it to the FISH
If someone has limited or no experi- tion Fisheries, Kittitas County Solid Waste
and Pizza Colin.
food bank here in Ellensburg,” Pearson ence gardening, do not worry.
“I’ve been working on reaching out to
said. “After it was weighed there, it came
“Anyone can garden,” Crawford said.
the community as much as possible,” Oliout to 140 pounds of fresh produce.”
“As long as you put soil into a pot or on ver said. “Right now, we’ve probably got
Pearson and the rest of the campus the ground and put seeds in it then you about 30 groups coming, including the
garden participants have even higher can garden.”
CWU clubs.”
hopes for the upcoming season. Ideas such
For those who want to use the garden,
Central’s Textile, Apparel and Meras building a new shed and having a fresh getting assistance isn’t difﬁcult. As the chandising Club will also be running a
produce stand are being discussed.
community of student gardeners grows fashion show with designs made entirely
“The success from last year really moti- ﬁnding help will be no object.
of recycled materials, according to Oliver.
vated us,” William Ligon-Bruno, a senior
“Everyone here is friendly,” Crawford
According to Arroyo, the plan is to
mechanical engineering major, said. “We said. “People here will gladly help you no have Central clubs tabling from the front
of Dean Hall all the way through the
have more ideas now since we have been matter what the problem is.”

“

“

Earth Day Family Festival

building, out to the greenhouse.
Yakama Nation Fisheries has been
helping with the Salmon Run, a 5k and
10k race during the festival, and may
provide Salish language signs around the
course of the race, according to Oliver.
“The museum has also teamed up with
Yakama Fisheries,” Oliver said. “They’ll
be showing information on what they’re
working on, which is stocking the Cle
Elum River with salmon.”
The Retired and Senior Volunteer
Program and Volunteer Center of Kittitas County (RSVP) will be hosting a
drug takeback and a document shredding
event. Both events are designed to help out
people in the community as well as enable
good environmental education in the process, according to Carol Findley, director
of RSVP.
Findley said the drug takeback was
open for anyone who wants to bring in any
unused, old or unopened over the counter
or prescription drugs for safe disposal.
“Our volunteers won’t be touching [the
drugs], just the police ofﬁcers will be doing
that,” Findley said. “They take them and
incinerate them.”
A major goal of the drug takeback is
to keep prescription and expired drugs off
the streets and out of the hands of kids,
but Findley also said it is important that
people are aware of safer disposal techniques, rather than just ﬂushing their expired drugs into the water system. Many
people are unaware, according to Findley,
that police will take prescription or expired
drugs for disposal at any time of the year.
“Twice a year you should really go
through your medicine cabinet and get rid
of the things you don’t need anymore,”
Findley said. “You can take any of these
medications or prescription drugs to the
Ellensburg Police Department or the sheriff ’s ofﬁce, and they will take them.”
RSVP is also offering a free document
shredding service, and a waste truck to
ﬁll. The event is free for citizens of Kittitas County, Findley said, but not for businesses.
“We always ﬁll up the shredding truck,”
Findley said. “We tell people to try to limit
their stuff to two big boxes or two garbage
bags per person.”
The shredded paper after the event will
be processed into cardboard materials, according to Findley, which will both protect
people’s identity through the shredding
service and make sure the paper is recycled, rather than going into a landﬁll.
The museum expects a good turnout
for the festival, Oliver said, though weather will play a big part in the success.
“Last year, we had just under 100 runners, and probably 100 people not running, just for the festival,” Oliver said.
“This year, we’re expecting at least that
the many.”
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Burg DJ pair lights up the day
originated in middle school where comets
were described to him as dirty snowballs
Staff Reporter
and he decided the description would beIt is 6:30 a.m., and with the sun still come his hip-hop name.
rising, Crazy Catt Tayler and DJ DIRTY
“The Wakeup Call,” while only havSNOWBALL have already been enter- ing been around a little over a quarter,
taining their listeners for half an hour. has quickly become an incredibly popular
LED lights around the studio ﬂash, hip- radio show for 88.1 the Burg. The hosts
hop music ﬁlls the air and the two DJs provide an expertly blended mixture
dance with an inof music, news,
fectious energy.
talk and original
Then, donning a
content segments
Morning
shows
are
the
pair of head phones
a two hour
most important time slot in within
the duo gives mornblock. On Thursradio ... [Crazy Catt Tayler and days hip-hop music
ing greetings and let
listeners know what
DJ DIRTY SNOWBALL have an] is set loose from the
songs and segments
while Friincredible natural chemistry speakers,
to expect next beday unloads the top
and energy made for morn- electronica songs
fore unleashing an
upbeat song.
so that everything
ing radio.
The duo is made
heard on air has
-Travis Box
up of sophomore
a strong beat and
broadcasting makeeps everyone en88.1 the Burg General Manager
jors Tayler Shainergized.
dlin and Nick OliIn between muver: Crazy Catt Tayler and DJ DIRTY sic, the original segments are revealed
SNOWBALL, respectively. They started such as “The Dirty Edit” where a song
volunteering for the radio station last is twisted with properly timed censorship
school year.
edits. Both DJs say this is their favorite segCrazy Catt said her decision to join ra- ment of the show. Another is “Florida and
dio started when she heard the station at Russia” where the crazy news stories of
an event. She found it so cool that soon these two locations, such as arrests involving food assaults, grace the airwaves for a
enough, she was volunteering as well.
However, SNOWBALL said he came hearty chuckle. All of this is delivered by
to Central speciﬁcally to pursue his inter- a pair of DJs who can best be described
est in radio. He even had previous experi- as having a vast quantity of zeal for radio
ence working for the “BJ Shea Morning performance.
The idea for the pair to co-host a
Experience” at 99.9 KISW in Seattle.
The pair have put in so many volun- morning show was introduced by genteer hours for the radio, and they amassed eral manager Travis Box, despite Crazy
Catt and SNOWBALL both being unsure
the largest number
about the idea of
in fall quarter. In
tackling such an
addition to workearly time slot. AfA
wise
man
once
said,
ing events, some
ter being prodded
of these hours can
‘forgiveness is divine, but a few more times
be heard from the
the duo agreed to
never pay for a late pizza.’
radio shows they
host “The Wakeup
work on in addition
Call.”
to “The Wakeup
-DJ DIRTY SNOWBALL
Crazy Catt and
Call.” For instance,
SNOWBALL are
Burg
DJ
Crazy Catt delivnow plotting out a
ers the news every
show with plenty of
Monday through
improvisation or as Crazy Catt said, “conFriday at noon, while SNOWBALL helps trolled chaos.”
run “Dyslexic Grunge” and Saturday retAs for their Thursday and Friday
ro rock.
mornings, they crawl out of their beds
Crazy Catt gets her DJ name from around 5:30 a.m. but truly wake up once
being known as the crazy cat lady of the the mic is in front of them and they hit
station, supported by the many cat shirts the air waves. Once in the studio, the pair
she wears. SNOWBALL’s name however, feeds off the energy of each other like a
BY CODY BRADFORD

“

“

“

“

Insured? Uninsured?
We’ve got you covered.
Providing confidential, affordable health care.
Services include: birth control, STD testing and treatment, emergency
contraception, free condoms, and family planning assistance.
Accepting new patients at our
Ellensburg Health Center:
613 N Pine St.
Ellensburg, WA 98926
1.800.230.PLAN
WWW.PPGWNI.ORG

COURTNEY LEWIS/OBSERVER

GOLDEN VOICES Crazy Catt and DJ DIRTY SNOWBALL volunteer a significant
amount of their time at the radio station.

renewable resource, which can be heard in
the chemistry which ﬂows freely.
“Morning shows are the most important time slot in radio,” general manager
Travis Box said, adding that the DJs have
“incredible natural chemistry and energy
made for morning radio,” when referring
to them.
Both DJs have simple wants and wishes
for both themselves and the station itself.
SNOWBALL constantly asks for $5 dollars and a glass of milk, and both have
mentioned the desire to receive a call from
a fan who is dialing from the shower. For
88.1 the Burg, they send out an invite for

Catch Crazy Catt Tayler and
DJ DIRTY SNOWBALL every
Thursday and Friday morning from 6 to 8 this quarter.

people to not only join as DJs but also to
just swing by the station and say hello.
As for words of wisdom from the two
DJs, Crazy Catt said, “When you stop
singing there is no sound,” and SNOWBALL said “A wise man once said, ‘forgiveness is divine, but never pay for a late
pizza.’”
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Ellensburg women hit the town

EDA’s annual event proves to be a success
BY Emily Bontrager

Staff Reporter

Women everywhere get stressed out
by school, work or even other people. It’s
times like this when most women are relieved to have the opportunity for a night
on the town.
The Ellensburg Downtown Association (EDA) captured that spirit in the annual Spring Girls Night Out.
Local Ellensburg women and female
Central students ventured downtown to
have fun with their friends and enter to
win prize baskets and giveaways and save
on deals from participating vendors.
The event was organized by the EDA
and sponsored by the Ellensburg Rodeo
and Pebble Beach Tanning.
The sponsors got to display two gift
baskets given away in the raffle and did
some tabling in the SURC to promote the
event. The gift baskets contained items
such as lotions and trip giveaways.
Every store that participated gave out
raffle ticket for every $10 spent in their
store. Those tickets were entered into collective drawing for the two gift baskets.
Central junior Emily Wolf attended
the event with her roommates and a small
group of their friends.
“My roommates really wanted me to

Located 1 block
from campus!
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come and I thought it would be a fun time
with them,” says Wolf, “And I’m really enjoying the shopping and snacks.”
Carolyn Honeycutt, director of the
EDA, was very excited about this event
but says it wouldn’t have been possible
without help from Jessica Weisz from the
promotions committee.
“We had about 31 vendors this year,”
Honeycutt said. “We can normally make
about $20,000 per event, and we track
that with the tickets we hand out when
you make a purchase from participating
vendors.”
31 stores in Ellensburg participated in
the event. Vendors offered sales and raffle tickets while local restaurants served
drinks and snacks inside their store.
This year, marketing students from
Central walked around surveying people
who attended the event and asked them
about their Girls Night Out.
One of the stores that has always participated in the event is Gallery One Visual Arts Center. They offered the customer
experience as people walked around their
gallery with crafts, face painting, live music and sales on some of their products.
“We are a downtown venue and want
to help support the community,” Sarah
Haven, Gallery One employee, said.
There were many people who walked

Kelsey Randich/observer

A SPECIAL NIGHT Customers shop around the Flirt Boutique during the annual
downtown event.

the streets of Ellensburg searching for
some good deals and spending time with
their friends.
The event attracted many women from
a variety of age groups. There was something for everyone at every store, so no one
felt as though they couldn’t participate.
Ladies all over the town were enjoying

the time they spent with their friends and
helped support many of the local shops
downtown.
“My roommates attended this last year
and couldn’t stop talking about how much
fun it was,” said Wolf. “After what I’ve experienced I will definitely be coming back
next year.”
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TRACK AND FIELD

2014 Spike Arlt Invitational preview
April 19 2014, 9:30 a.m. Tomlinson Stadium

PhoTo By ZaCh olney

BY CHanCE WEEKS -WilliamS

Staff Reporter

For the 20th consecutive year, the Central Washington University track and ﬁeld
team will host the Spike Arlt Invitational
meet at Tomlinson Stadium on Saturday,
April 19. Last year both the men and the
women’s team took ﬁrst in the meet and
look to repeat in their success.
Junior Tayler Fettig is currently ranked
in the top 10 in the Great Northwest Athletic Conference for three events including a ﬁrst and second ranking in the high
jump (ﬁve feet, ﬁve inches), long jump (18
feet and nine inches) and ranking seventh
in the 100-meter hurdle race with a time
of 15.15 seconds.
“High jump is my favorite event and
has been for a while,” Fetting said. “My
main goal is qualifying for nationals in the
high jump.”
Sophomore Jordan Todd, who also

plays on Central Washington’s football
team, is ranked sixth in the GNAC for the
100-meter dash at 10.49 seconds and eleventh in the 200-meter dash at 22.38 seconds. Todd is also a member of the second
ranked 4x100 meter relay with a time of
42.09 seconds.
“For the 100 I think the speed is there,
it’s just the technique. For the 200 I need
to work on getting a little stronger so I can
ﬁnish better,” Todd said.
Todd says he knows what he has to do
in order to speed up his time.
“It could be a slightly better start. It
could be a better transition where I come
up out of my drive,” Todd said.
Connie Morgan, a senior mid distance
runner, currently holds ﬁve rankings in the
top 10 for girls in the GNAC, including a
38:21.48 minute in the 10,000 meter run.
The four other rankings she holds are 10th
in 800 meter run (2:16), 7th in the 1500
meter run (4:37), 7th in the 5000 meter
run (17:56) and 7th in the 3000m steeple
chase (11:38).

Morgan is set to run the 1500 and the
800 come Saturday.
Sophomore John Wojtech currently
holds two no. 11 rankings in the 800 meter run (1:54) and 1500 meter run (3:58).
Head Coach Kevin Adkisson says that
there have been a few athletes that have
been making leaps and bounds (pun intended) in their progress.
Harish Prasad is competing in the 100
and 200-meter dash and also contributes to the 4x100 and 4x400 meter relay.
Prasad is a transfer student from Embry
Riddle in Daytona Beach, Florida. Originally from Fiji, Prasad attended Auburn
Adventist Academy.
“He’s (Prasad) right up in the thick of
it for both the team and the conference,”
Adkisson said. “It’s been a really a pleasant surprise.”
In the last track meet Central Washington competed in, Bernari Sternen
broke the GNAC record for the 110-meter
hurdle race with a 14.47. He bested his
previous personal record by a whole half

a second.
“In the 110’s, to do a half second is just
kind of crazy. To see that kind of improvement was exciting,” Adkisson said.
The women’s 4x100 team has been
impressive this season; they are within
ﬁve hundredths of a second of breaking
the school record. With that, there are two
freshmen on that same relay team contributing big time. The 4x100 team consists of
Madison Garcia, Jasmine Leaptrot-Atkins,
Ashley Harmon and Chelsea Genther,
who look to break the record on Saturday.
Freshman Armando Tafoya has qualiﬁed for the conference championship for
both the hammer throw and the discus.
For Tafoya the hammer throw is a new
event for him, since most high schools in
the state of Washington do not compete
in that event.
“He has made an excellent adjustment,
to someone who will be a threat to score
in those events right off the bat,” Adkisson said.

2014 GNAC outdoor leaders

GNAC men’s leaders
4x100 relay 110 hurdles

Shot put

Discus

GNAC women’s leaders

4x100 relay High jump

10,000
meter

3,000 Steeple

1. Northwest Nazarene 1. Bernari Sternen-CWU 1. Frank Catelli-WWU

1. Frank Catelli-WWU

1. Alaska Anchorage

1. Tayler Fettig-CWU

1. Hailey Bradshaw-NNU 1. Katelyn Steen-WWU

(41.88)

(173’ 11’’, 53m)

(46.56)

(5’ 5.75’’, 1.67m)

(38:08.78)

2. Central Washington 2. Kody Rhodes-WOU 2. Kevin Stanley-CWU 2. Kevin Rima-NNU

2. Seattle Pacific

2. Karolin Anders-UAA 2. Claire Rachwitz-SPU 2. Dani Eggleston-CWU

(42.09)

(47.09)

(5’ 4.25’’, 1.63m)

(14.47)
(14.61)

(57’ 2.25’’, 17.43m)
(50’ 10.75’’, 15.51m)

(168’ 3’’, 51.28m)

(38:20.06)

(10:54.78)
(11:12.81)

3. Western Washington 3. Logan Myers-WWU 3. Damien Fisher-WWU 3. Troy Martin-CWU

3. Central Washington 3. Katelyn Wright-WWU 3. Megan Rogers--CWU 3. Bryn Haebe-UAA

(42.14)

(14.65)

(48.34)

4. Alaska Anchorage

4. Cody Thomas-UAA 4. Troy Martin-CWU

4. Armando Tafoya-CWU 4. Western Washington 4. Courtney Schroeder-NNU 4. Connie Morgan-CWU 4. Erin Chinchar-CWU

(42.92)

(14.81)

(151’ 4’’, 46.12m)

5. Simon Fraser
(43.50)

(50’ 3.5’’, 15.33m)

(159’ 5’’, 48.59m)

(5’ 3.25’’, 1.61m)

(50’ 3.5’’, 15.33m)

(11:22.50)

(48.7)

(5’ 3’’, 1.60m)

(38:31.48)

5. Bobo Camara-UAA 5. Nelson Westlin-WWU 5. Tim Dommek-UAA

5. Western Oregon

5. Ali Sowers-SPU

5. Christi Schmitz-UAA 5. Hailey Bradshaw-NNU

(15.07)

(48.71)

(5’ 1.75’’, 1.57 m)

(38:49.40)

(50’ 2.5’’, 15.30)
(50’ 0.75’’, 15.26m)

(147’ 8’’, 45m)

(11:28.63)
(11:32.20)
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Nelson steps down
as women’s coach

Head women’s basketball coach Shawn Nelson resigns after three years and a disappointing career
record of 25-53 at Central
BY CHanCE WEEKS -WilliamS

Staff Reporter

Head women’s basketball coach Shawn
Nelson stepped down from his role on
April 14. This comes after three seasons
with the team starting in 2011.
Whether Nelson chose to leave Central
and pursue other interests, or was forced
to resign, was not clear.
Nelson was hired back in 2011 by then
athletic director Jack Bishop, replacing
Jeff Whitney after 14 years as head coach.
Nelson took the reins of a Wildcat
team that went 7-18 during the 2011 season. His ﬁrst season as coach Nelson made
several improvements to the team, leading
them to a 9-17 record and ﬁnishing 5-13
in Great Northwest Athletic Conference
play.
During this last season as head coach,

the team mirrored that of the team he
inherited as he led the Wildcats to a 7-19
overall record, ﬁnishing last in the GNAC
standings with a conference record of
2-16.
Although the Wildcats ﬁnished last
in the GNAC standings, they did have a
record number of GNAC All-Academic
honorees. Seven Wildcats received the
honor this season.
Back in January, GNAC commissioner
Dave Haglund reprimanded Nelson for
“unsportsmanlike conduct involving provocative language and actions” after a loss
to Alaska Anchorage. It is unknown if this
incident played a part in Nelson’s resignment.
Before coming to Central, Nelson was
the head coach at his alma mater Carroll College. Nelson became the youngest
head coach in the history of the Frontier

COURTESY OF CWU.EDU

rESignation head coach Shawn nelson steps down after three years as the
women’s basketball coach.

Conference to reach 100 wins and then
200 wins. His ﬁnal record at Carroll College was 201-70. In his ﬁrst ﬁve seasons he
won at least 27 games per season, and was
ranked in the top 25. His record after eight
years with Carroll was 201-70.
Nelson ﬁnished his Central coaching
career with a 25-53 overall record, and an
11-43 conference record.
Nelson was unavailable for comment.

Nelson’s record at Central
2011/12 - 9-17 overall, 5-13 GNAC
2012/13 - 9-17 overall, 4-14 GNAC
2013/14 - 7-19 overall, 2-16 GNAC

tap that App!
The CWU Golf Club uses the CWU Student Media App,
and wants you to be a part of it! To join or sponsor the golf
club email the president at dr.peterson21@yahoo.com

Download the new CWU Student Media app today! Built by students, for
students. Now available on both Android and Apple operating systems. Enjoy
exclusive local oﬀers and coupons, drink specials, news, lifestyle articles, a
housing guide, on/oﬀ-campus job board and much more!
Want FREE advertising for your club or sports club? Be the next club featured in the Tap That App ad series.
Call 509-963-1095 for more information
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SOFTBALL

Wildcats clinch playoff spot over weekend
BY DILLON PETERSON

Staff Reporter

Central Washington University (25-14
overall, 14-6 Great Northwest Athletic
Conference) came into the weekend with
two games on Saturday and two on Sunday. First on the list was Western Oregon
University, which Central swept, winning
8-0 in game one, and 8-6 in game two.
Senior pitcher Maria Gau and senior
second baseman Jill McDaniels led the
team in the sweep. McDaniels got the bats
hot to start the second inning after hitting
a homerun over the left field wall.
The next inning Central scored three
more runs off RBI singles by McDaniels,
sophomore catcher Austin Wilkerson and
freshmen second baseman Sammy Morris. This gave Central a 6-0 lead.
Freshman first baseman Kailyn Campbell and sophomore third baseman Andrea Hamada had the final runs scored in
the first game bringing the final score to
8-0. The game ended in the fifth inning
due to the mercy rule.
Gau ended the game with six strikeouts
and only allowed three hits.
In the second game, Western Oregon
was determined not to lose by scoring
two runs in the top of the first. McDaniels came out swinging, putting Central on
the board after a home run in the second
inning. By the end of the second inning,
Western’s Danielle Harcourt double gave
the Wolves a 3-1 lead.
Campbell’s sacrifice was able to score

ALYSSA DARBY/observer

HI-FIVE Freshman second baseman Sammy Morris and senior first baseman Maikala Galusha celebrate at the end of an inning against Saint Martin’s on senior day.

junior outfielder Adrianne DeLay. A Hamanda RBI single scored freshmen short
stop Taylor Ferleman to give Central the
lead.
The Wolves would take the lead back
in the fifth, only for Central to regain the
lead by scoring in the fifth and sixth to
bring the score to 8-6.

Gau came in during the fifth as relief
pitcher to smother any hope of the wolves
coming back, giving Central the two game
sweep against Western Oregon who were
conference leaders.
With the two big wins over Western
Oregon on Saturday, Central Softball took
the momentum into Sunday, sweeping

Saint Martin’s. The sweep gave Central a
six game winning streak. With these wins
Central also clinches a spot in the GNAC
tournament.
Senior first baseman Maikala Galusha
gave Central its first runs with a single RBI
to center field. From that point on Central
didn’t look back, scoring three more runs.
Starting where they left off in the third,
Central came out swinging. Central even
stole a few bases. Ferlerman stole second
and freshman Kailyn Campbell hit a two
RBI single.
Going into the sixth Central held a 6-3
lead and finished the game with a 9-3 victory.
Campbell went 3-for-4 with six RBIs.
Campbell had three singles scoring two
runs off of both.
In the second game, the Saints would
once again take an early lead by scoring
one run in the first but that would be short
lived.
Sophomore outfielder Michaela Hazlett would tie the game with a single
through the left side. The game would stay
tied until the sixth inning until RBI singles
from McDaniels and Zurfluh gave Central
a 3-1 victory and a sweep on senior night.
Senior pitcher Taryn Smith would
pitch all seven innings, allowing only five
hits, improving to 2-4 on her season.
Central will next travel to Nampa,
Idaho to play in two doubleheaders verse
Northwestern Nazarene in two weeks
before competeing in the GNAC tournament May 1.

www.PregnancyHelpEllensburg.org

CWU’s Student-Run Online Interactive Lifestyle Magazine

Have you checked your Pulse lately?

www.cwu.edu/~pulse
/cwupulsemagazine
@CWUPulse
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BASEBALL

Streaking Wildcats win 11th of last 14
BY SPENCER HANSEN

Staff Reporter

NICK TERREL/observer

SWING FOR THE FENCES Junior third baseman Kasey Bielec takes a cut in a
game against Western Oregon University. Bielec is leading the team with six home
runs and 29 RBIs.

The Central Washington University
baseball team got back in action over the
weekend. They traveled to Nampa, Idaho
to take on the Northwest Nazarene Crusaders in a Great Northwest Athletic Conference (GNAC) showdown for second
place. The Wildcats got a big series win,
taking three of four games from the Crusaders, inching closer to Western Oregon
for first place in the conference.
In game one, the Wildcats struck first
with three runs, taking advantage of three
Northwest Nazarene errors. Junior short
stop Cory Welch singled to left field and
the ball was misplayed, allowing junior left
fielder Kyle Baumgartner to plate the first
run. Two batters later, hot-hitting right
fielder Ethan Sterkel connected for an
RBI single for the second run of the game.
Sterkel went 4-4 for the second time in as
many weekends to raise his batting average to .330.
Senior starting pitcher Stuart Fewel
went 5 2-3 innings and allowed six earned
runs in a no-decision. Fewel has allowed
13 earned runs his last two outings but has
managed to keep the Wildcats in every
game. Senior pitcher Skye Adams entered
the ballgame in the sixth inning to stop the
bleeding and pick up his fourth win of the
year.
The Wildcats added three runs in both
the eighth and ninth innings. Home runs
by Sterkel and junior left fielder Jeff Beckman sealed the 10-7 win for Central.
Game two was a different story. Junior
workhorse pitcher Brandon Williams, who
has been a key contributor on the mound
this year, left the game after pitching only
two innings and giving up three earned
runs. Northwest Nazarene’s game two
starter, Aaron Vaughn, was stellar as he
scattered three hits while striking out eight
and not allowing a run for his eighth win
of the year. The Crusaders were paced

offensively by shortstop Ben Circeo who
had two hits and two RBIs, including a
solo home run. Northwest Nazarene took
game two on Friday 7-0.
On Saturday, the Wildcats brought
the bats, hitting five home runs. In the
first game of the double-header, Welch
and Baumgartner got the bats rolling,
each with a two-run blast. The Crusaders wouldn’t go away as they clawed their
way to a 5-5 tie in the fifth inning. Central
broke the tie in the top of the ninth on an
error.
Welch helped his own cause in the
ninth, strinking out the final two batters to
pick up his GNAC-best, eighth save.
Junior pitcher Nolan Amundsen picked
up his second win of the season in relief,
pitching two and a third innings and surrendering only two hits.
In game two, senior pitcher Willie Davies got the ball and was brilliant once
again. He picked up his third win of the
season pitching all seven innings and allowing one unearned run. Davies received
plenty of run support as three more Wildcats would hit home runs. Senior first baseman Josh Potter hit the first home run to
left field with a nice piece of hitting; three
batters later senior second baseman Eric
Tinnell followed with a bomb of his own.
In the seventh, junior third baseman Kasey Bielec would add another home run for
his sixth of the season. Sterkel didn’t drive
in any runs in the second game but continued to swing the bat well, finishing the day
6-9 at the plate. Central went on to win
game two 6-1.
Central now sits in sole possession of
second place in the GNAC standings and
will host Holy Names Academy in a nonconference series next weekend. The Saturday double-header will also be senior
day as the Wildcats will play their final
home games of the season. Central still
remains two games behind Western Oregon, who swept Montana State-Billings
this weekend.

Central faces non-league opponent at home
BY DONNIE SANTOS

Staff Reporter

Last weekend’s series against Northwest Nazarene kept the Wildcats alive in
the race for the Great Northwest Athletic
Conference title. The Wildcats 3-1 series
win versus in-conference opponent leaves
them just two games behind defending
champion, Western Oregon.
With only three weekends series left in
the regular season, each game is important
for the Wildcat’s to earn a regional berth.
“This weekend has major regional
implications,” head coach Desi Storey
said. “We need to win three out of four
or sweep to give us a chance to earn a regional spot.”
The Holy Names University Hawks
are traveling to Ellensburg this weekend
for a four game series. The Hawks, from
Oakland, Calif., are currently 19-23. With
only three weekends left in the regular season both teams will be looking to catch fire
for one last push for the playoffs.
“We have a lot of momentum from last
weekend at Northwest Nazarene,” junior
relief pitcher Max Dickinson said. “Every
team wants to play their best baseball at
the end of the season. It feels like we are
getting hot at the right time, which is exciting.”
Dickinson has been Mr. Consistent out

of the bullpen all season for the Wildcats
by giving up only four earned runs in 11
appearances.
As of late, the Wildcats have had a jolt
in the bats and have gotten senior leadership from the pitching staff. Scoring over
six runs in three of the four games has
given breathing room for the pitchers to
find their groove.
“Our pitchers have been keeping us in
games,” senior right fielder Ethan Sterkel
said. “That’s helped the hitters feel more
comfortable and play loose, which has
lead to more consistency.”
Sterkel lead the Wildcat offense last
weekend by going a scorching 11-16 with
two doubles and a homer.
“This offensive hot streak has been vital
to our teams success,” Storey said. “Having guys who compete to put up runs every
inning of every game has been huge for us
during our last three series especially.”
The Wildcats will be playing doubleheaders on Friday and Saturday each
starting at noon. They will be looking to
keep the momentum up as they fight to
win the GNAC regular season championship and earn a regional playoff spot.

Join the conversation with a
tweet and a hashtag
#CWUbaseball

NICK TERREL/observer

SWING AWAY Junior catcher Jeff Beckman connects with a pitch in last week’s
series against Western Oregon. Central went on to win the series 3-1.

2014
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COMMENCEMENT

PLAN ON WALKING
AT COMMENCEMENT?

Register for graduation and purchase your
regalia by May 1, 2014 and receive 25%
off any cap, gown, and frame package.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
FOR GRAD KICKOFF

and pick up your cap and gown package
and honors cords; have a portrait taken;
receive a discount on class rings and frames;
order announcements; and talk to Alumni
Relations and Career Services. You could win
a FREE iPad Mini and other great prizes.
Ellensburg
April 23 and 24
10 a.m.-5 p.m.
SURC Ballroom A
CWU-Des Moines
April 30
Noon-6 p.m.
Higher Education Center
CWU-Lynnwood
May 1
Noon-6 p.m.
Snoqualmie Hall
Visit wildcatshop.net to place your order
and for Grad Kickoff information.
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Washington
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CWU is an AA/EEO/Title IX institution. For accommodations: DS@cwu.edu

